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Hello there, my name is Dr. Michael Thomson,
and I am the Head Teacher at East Court School.
East Court is a school for children with reading,
writing and spelling difficulties. Your parents will
have had some information about the school. But
this booklet and audio €D is for you, for children.
First of all here is an introduction to the CD.



INTRODUCTION

This is the East Court Guide for children by the
children in their own words. This guide will tell you
about the school and what it's really like to go fo
East Court School through the eyes of a pupil.

The first section is about what it is like to have
reading and writing difficulties.

BEING DYSLEXIC

Dyslexia means difficulty with words. It is people
who find spelling and reading hard. Although, your
reading and writing is not so good - you can be great
in other ways if you are dyslexic, like Albert
Einstein.

Dyslexia can be taken for you being dumb, but
actually, although it makes it difficult for you to
read and write, you can be very intelligent.

Being dyslexic is like being locked away because you
are different from your friends.
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Having dyslexia does have its faults. For instance,
you cannot read or write very well. But these things
can be fixed.

Your mind works in a different way to other peoples,
so having people cram their way of learning things
into your brain for years on end doesn't help. East
Court helps a lot because they understand how your
mind works.

There are many types like Dyscalculia, which is
having trouble with numbers, Dyspraxia, which is
having trouble with balancing, running and catching.
Dysgraphia is having trouble with handwriting. 5 out
of 25 children are dyslexics.

Being dyslexic is like being un-dyslexic, except with
the added dyslexia.

Thanks everyone. Now we have some information
about us in general.



THE SCHOOL

East Court is a great place to go to school and
have fun! There are small classes and people help
you.

The building is Victorian and looks over the sea.
It was built in 1889 and has green slates on the
outside. It has a number of great rooms and
views. It is near the harbour. It was the family
home of Dame Janet Wills a hundred years ago.
East Court is a lovely place to go to school.

There are beautiful gardens fo run around in, a
pond to watch the fish, an adventure playground,
astro-turf and a “cave”.

It is easy to find your way round, as it is not as
big as other schools. There is an annexe with
Science, Art, Computing and English classrooms.
We also have a building called The Orchard that
has 3 classrooms and the girls sleep upstairs.

There are dogs at the school! Crystal is a Bernese
Mountain dog. She follows her owner (a teacher)
everywhere. Sometimes Max and Harvey, the

Secretary's golden retrievers, visit classes but
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mainly they lie by the fire in the front hall. If you
don't like dogs don't worry - they are very friendly
and you will soon like them.

"Crystal - one of the dogs”.

The Principal was one of the founders of the school.
He is kind but has terrible jokes, but he is only
trying to keep the children happy!

The next section is about teachers. All schools
have teachers I'm afraid; so here is some
information about them and our lessons.
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TEACHERS AND TEACHING

The lessons are in small groups so the fteachers
can see us and help every one equally. There are
lots of lessons so school starts at 9.00 am and
ends at 5.00 pm. The teachers give you a lot of
help and they are nice and cheerful. They are
kind and thoughtful and help with your spelling.
The lessons are English, Maths, Science, Art,
Drama, Physical  Education, Calligraphy,
Geography, History, Religious Education, Games
and Typing.

At East Court, the staff will decide which group
you go in from your reading ability. Groups go
from 1-7. The youngest pupils are 7 years old and
the oldest 13 years old. English, Maths and I.T.
groups have about six pupils per teacher. Each
group has a special teacher for English. Two
groups join for History, Geography, Science,
Games and other subjects. We do not do French
at East Court.



Lessons Nooo!

Well I suppose they're not too bad! If you don't
understand what is going on it is best to ask. The
teachers will understand. Some of them are
dyslexic themselves.

The lessons are fun, but as we are children, they can
also be hardl The teachers are not too strict
because they know we get frustrated. They are
trained fo understand dyslexia. They don't yell at
you if you get a spelling wrong.

In classes if you want to you can use your laptop.
There are Internet points in the classrooms and
printing services. You also get a typing lesson.

Some lessons are for slow writers or very poor
readers, and others are for those who find it hard
to spell.

If you have a problem with bad hand writing or being
a bit clumsy you will have dyspraxia exercises. The
English teachers will also give you plenty of English
work to help you manage the fight against dyslexia.
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This school will help you learn to read and write.

Teachers are very kind to me. When I came to this
school T was nervous and now I am happy.

“Our reading time”

Thank you children, this is Dr. Thomson again.
We also have lots of rewards for working and
behaving well, sports, activities, and we are going
to hear about them now.



STARS AND CREDITS

East Court has five houses. They are called:
Saxons, Vikings, Angles, Jutes and Romans. There is
a sheet called a credit sheet and you get credits for
good behaviour or doing jobs, but you must remind
the teachers to give them to you.

On Friday mornings, there are House Meetings
where credits are counted to see which house has
earned the most.

If you get lots of credits, you can use them fo buy
sweets or save them for a voucher and a treat at the
end of the year. If you do something extra good you
get a green card - worth three credits. If you do
something extra bad you get a yellow card - you lose
three credits. A red card is really bad and you lose
ten credits.

On Tuesdays and Thursdays at last break, you
get sweets at the office. You bring your credit
sheet and show it to the lady in the office. You
pick up a sweet and she ticks off a few of your
credits.



If you've got ten credits, you can get Polos or
Fruitellas and if you've got twenty credits you can
get a Galaxy or a Mars Bar. If your house gets the
most credits, you can watch a film at the end of
term, instead of lessons.

If you do good work, you can get a star. Dr.
Thomson reads out the stars at assembly.
Everyone claps you. Stars are for your work, not
just for who does best.

You can get a certificate for lots of stars.
Sometimes Dr. Thomson sees you in the study to say

well done or sends a nice letter home to your Mum
and Dad!

SPORTS

We do games on Wednesday and Friday. The main
sports are: football, rugby, cricket, rounders,
hetball and athletics. We can do tennis, golf,
fencing, swimming, aerobics, skateboarding, running
and chess as clubs. We do games at our playing field
in Broadstairs or on the astro-turf at school.
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L -
"Sports at our playing field”

We have a 15T team (U13) and a Colts team (U11).
We have matches and fournaments against other
schools. Our feams compete against other
schools and usually do well. We have lots of
fixtures. For athletics, you get timed in
different races and field events. If you don't
like sport, you don't have to play in the feam but,
because we are small, you might get into all the
teams if you want.
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FUN - ACTIVITIES AND TRIPS

There are lots of fun trips at East Court like going
to see The Grand Turk (a large ship in the
harbour), going fossil hunting on the beach, Dover
Castle or the Science Museum.

If you are really good in class, you might get to go
to Pizza Express and make your own pizza. At
Easter, some children go on a skiing trip. At the
end of the year, the leavers get to go on a leaver's
trip, like fo Dartmoor.

There is a play area in the garden with a bridge
and monkey bars. We go out about twice a ferm on
big trips - like fo a museum or o see Harry Potter.
We do a Christmas show - each group does their
own play at the Granville Theatre. Parents come
and watch. We also do "stars in their eyes” where
you sing.
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“Our adventure
Playground”

We go to The Thanet Festival and do mime, poetry,
reading and drama. Lots of us get certificates.

Every Monday you get a choice of which activity
you want to do as a club. You can choose from:
wool craft, sailing, art, chess, aerobics, swimming,
skateboarding, woodwork, basketball, golf, tennis
and many more.

In woodwork, you can make boats, planes or
models. There is a lot of wood and nails, so you
can make what you want. A teacher runs this at
The Orchard.

Thank you everyone. We've only got three more
sections in our guide now. One is about what to
do if you are worried, then about our food and
finally, about being a boarder or a day pupil.
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WORRIES

If you have a problem, don't worry because we are all
Dyslexics. All you have to do is go to the study and
speak to Dr. Scott, she is the Counsellor for the
school. Or, you can go to the School Council and tell
them about it. The Council also talks about things
you want in the school.

If you have any worries, you can always go to the
care staff or the teachers. They will discuss things
and fry and help you do something about it. The
Principal listens to any problems. You can also talk
to your House Tutor.

Sometimes, you can go fo the other children and
discuss it with them, and they will help.

The care people help by making you happy when you
move info your dormitory.
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. N =
“"The sofa where we can relax”.

FOOD

The food is great. Everyone really likes it. My
best meal is homemade chicken pie or the roast
dinner. All the food is hand prepared and fresh.
The bread is homemade and the puddings
deliciously sweet.

We have breakfast at eight, lunch at one o'clock and
our evening meal at six o'clock. If you want
something different, you can tell Jan anything that
you want and she will probably make it. Don't be
afraid to ask!
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The cakes are so good that most of the pupils
want seconds as soon as they finish, thanks to
Barbara, the pudding queen. All the meat is
brought from a butcher. The food keeps us
healthier.

There are different varieties of food. You get juice
and homemade biscuits and cakes at break and in the
winter you can have hot chocolate.

If it is your Birthday, we have cake and candles -
everyone sings Happy Birthday.

BOARDING AND DAY PUPILS

You can be a day pupil, weekly boarder (Sunday or
Monday to Friday) or full-boarder (here at
weekends).

Boarding

There are eight large and four small dormitories.
The younger children are on the top floor and the
older children are on the middle floor.
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The dormitories are nice and warm. We are looked
after by care staff that are friendly. They make
you feel at home. They'll help you with activities and
putting things away. You can bring cuddly foys and
you have a locker with a lock on. The dorms are well
furnished. You will either sleep in a bunk bed or a
single bed. You can bring in stuff to decorate your
room. You can take to your dorm whatever you want
that will make you feel comfortable plus bed
equipment. Remember to name your underwear,
clothes and mobile phone or anything else you can
think of.

In the evening, we do activities and there are
different things we can do. For example, we can play
cricket or football on the astro-turf, go to the park,
go to the beach, go to the library, watch tv, or play
on the play station or laptop. Some evenings, the
older ones do homework.

Don't worry about ringing your parents - you will

have too much fun to miss them! You can phone home
on a mobile or e-mail them.
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"My dormitory”

Full Boarders

At the weekends, we do lots of stuff. For example,
on a Saturday we go down to the town, shopping.
Saturday and Sunday afternoons we go out for
activities like swimming, bowling, ice skating, castles,
zoo, lazar world, the beach efc. If you want to go
somewhere in particular, let the teacher know, and
we will have a group discussion about where you want
to go.
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Being a Day Pupil

You go home every day. You have to be at school by
8.40 am. It's not bad, believe me - it's worth getting
up earlier than you normally would because it is such
a good school. You can come in and join in activities
or even have breakfast if you want.
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SPECTIAL THANKS TO OUR SPEAKERS:

Richard Atkins
Thomas Bell
Isadora Brown
Christopher Cannon
Courtney Delieu
Sam Dixon
Maddie Ford
Sean Gilligan
Susan Kaner
Rory Langman
Luke Lennard
Chris Lidington
Emily Murray
Evelyn Ricketts
Giles Sparkes
Shanel Tkaczyk
Octavia Trevor
Sam Uden

Lisa Wilkie
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